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The Composer

Erik Morales (b. December 10, 1966) began his composing career shortly after
graduation from high school in south Florida. He studied composition at Florida
International University, and completed his bachelor’s degree at the University
of Louisiana at Lafayette. Accessible at all levels, the music of Erik Morales has a
unique melodic and harmonic vocabulary that appeals to audiences nationwide.
His published works encompass a large variety of styles and settings, including
works for concert, orchestral, jazz, and chamber ensembles. Mr. Morales currently
teaches and plays trumpet professionally in the New Orleans area, in addition to
maintaining an active composing and conducting schedule.

About the Music

Harlequin Dance is an exuberant and fun introduction to jazz and the art of swing
for young band. The entire piece utilizes swing eighth notes. These eighth notes
should be interpreted in the following manner:

JU)

The piece begins with a solo drummer using brushes on a snare. The brush technique
is simple and is illustrated in the notation. The drummer’s left hand moves in a
circular, sweeping motion. This motion can be clockwise or counter-clockwise.
One complete rotation is completed every two beats. The right hand taps the swing
rhythm. This is a basic technique for jazz brushes and many useful illustrations
and videos can be found online if further instruction is needed. A marching bass
drum is used in the section beginning at measure 73. The drum should be placed
on its side. Two chairs placed on opposite sides can be used to support the drum.
This should also provide adequate height for a standing drummer. Also featured is
a synth bass part. The sound for this part should be a jazz upright bass or a pizzicato
bass patch. Cues are given if a synthesizer is not available. But I strongly encourage
the use of the synth part if possible. Doing so will maximize the piece's authenticity
and jazz sound. You could even use a real upright bass if the musician is available.
Just be sure to electrically amplify the part. This piece can be performed successfully

at 126 to 132 beats per minute.
-~
Lk Yoruntes



Duration: 4:15 commissioned by the Northwest Kidder Middle School Bands

Jackson, Michigan; Sandra Turnbull-Atkins, Director
in honor of her retirement after 30 years in music education
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